GAMBLING

(Excerpts from “Moral Dilemmas” by J. Kerby Anderson)

More Americans are gambling than ever before, and they are also gambling more of their money.

Gamblers Anonymous estimates that there are at least twelve million compulsive gamblers, 

96 percent of those gamblers began gambling before the age of fourteen.

12 million x $80 K = 960 Billion, almost 1 Trillion

Bill Bennett - $8 Million slot machines.

The average compulsive gambler has debts exceeding eighty thousand dollars.

Some of the consequences of gambling are marital disharmony, divorce, child abuse, substance abuse, and suicide attempts.

A national task force on gambling found that those in the lowest income bracket lost more than three times as much money to gambling (as a percentage of income) as those at the wealthiest end of the spectrum. One New York lottery agent reported that “seventy percent of those who buy my tickets are poor, black, or Hispanic.”  The poor bet a much larger share of their income.

Once they win anything, they’re hooked.

The states are experimenting with the minds (lives) of the people on a massive scale.

**The crime rate in gambling communities is nearly double the national average.  Researchers calculate that for every dollar the state receives in gambling revenues, it costs the state at least three dollars in increased social costs (for criminal justice and social welfare).

The rich don’t just get richer, the dumb get dumber.

Ross Wilhelm, professor of business economics at the University of Michigan, says, “State lotteries and gambling games are essentially a rip-off and widespread legalization of gambling is one of the worst changes in public policy to have occurred in recent years.

Legalized gambling has been a stimulator of illegal gambling, not a competitor to it. 

Gambling breeds greed.  Research has shown that the number of compulsive gamblers increased between 100 and 500 percent when legalized gambling is brought into an area. 

More money is wagered on gambling than is spent on elementary and secondary education ($286 billion versus $213 billion in 1990.  If history teaches us anything, a study of over 1300 legal lotteries held in the United States proves…they cost more than brought in if their total impact on society is reckoned.

The Bible condemns materialism (Matt. 6:24-25), while gambling promotes it.

Gambling breeds a form of covetousness, whereas the tenth commandment (Exodus 20:17) admonishes people not to covet.  Coveting, greed, and selfishness are the base emotions that entice individuals to gamble.  Christians should be concerned about gambling, if for now other reason than the effect it has on the “weaker brother” and how it will affect the compulsive gambler. 

Legalized gambling thus becomes an institutionalized form of greed and a pioneer of addictive behavior.

Second, gambling destroys the work ethic.

Third, gambling destroys families.  Gambling is a major cause of family neglect.

Fourth, gambling is a form of state-sponsored greed.  Romans 13:1-4 teaches that government is to be a servant of God, providing order in society and promoting public virtue.

